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Adult Faith and

Catholic Professional Learning Communities

Session Two: On Christian Community  
Rationale:

It has always been the mandate of Catholic schools to bring a faith perspective to all that we do.  This includes the formation of professional learning communities, initiatives related to student success and all professional development.  

The following structure will help you to integrate adult faith component into an early dismissal professional development day.  You might also wish to engage your school councils in all or part of this process.  

For this to be more authentic, please consider inviting support staff to be a part of this session.  

Call to Order and Introductions

Opening Prayer:  

Call to Worship: 

We gather today as a Christian community of faith, eager to learn and grow in our profession as educators and in our spirituality.  That is why prayer is a part of all that we do. 

Opening Prayer

Let us pray…. Lord, you have blessed us with this day and with this moment.  Open my heart and my mind to all that you want to say.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and teacher, Amen. 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

John 15:1-5
Silent Reflection

The image of the vine and the branches tells us that we are all connected, all sharing the gift of life given to us by God.  

Let us reflect on this call  to sustain our lives through community in Christ. 

Sharing Stories: Building Community 

When I was new to the school, when did I begin to realize

 that I was part of a community?

Three or four staff members are prepared to share their stories of Community in response to the above question. 

Staff is divided into groups of six to share their own stories in response to the above question.   

Critical Reflection on Story: Small group

· What is it that we do as a staff that makes us a welcoming community?

· What else could we be do to be even more welcoming.

Ask groups to put these suggestions down in writing. 

Personal Reflection and Prayer  (see attached handout)
Prayers of the Faithful 

Let call to mind all those in our community who are in need of our prayerful support…. 

(Invite names)  

for these people, and for all who we hold in our hearts, we pray to the Lord… 

Lord hear our prayer.  

Closing Prayer: 

We thank you and praise you for the gift of others gathered in community.  Through your grace and peace, open our hearts and minds to the giftedness in all people we meet. WE ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and Teacher. Amen. 

Bridge to Professional Development

· The people providing the professional development part of the day are asked to give due consideration to relating their presentation to the adult faith component by making specific references to aspects of the scripture, stories, discussion and prayer, relating it to the topic the school as Christian Community.  

· The Gospel value of community is connected with the principles of professional learning communities: common mission, vision and values; collaborative teaching focused on teaching and learning; gaining active engagement from family and community.  

Bridge to School Life

· Take the ideas related to community, and develop a one page summary sheet in poster form, using the theme logo.  

· Display the poster in the staff room to bring these ideas into school life.  

Developed by John Podgorski, in collaboration with Leanne Davis and Norma McDonald, 
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